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Rhetorical Vectors of Memory in National and
International Holocaust Trials

Marouf A. Hasian Jr.

During the past several decades, the twentieth-century Holocaust
has become a defining event in many histories. This newfound
respect for the Judeocide has been cathartic for both individuals
and communities, in that it provides evidence that audiences
around the world are rethinking the significance of the World War
II narratives of bystanders, perpetrators,
and victims. Given the complexities of these
issues, scholars who are interested in
studying Holocaust memory make choices
about the questions on which they focus,
the artifacts they select for analysis, and
the perspectives they want to present.

Hasian reviews how national and interna-
tional courts have used Holocaust trials as
forums for debates about individuated jus-
tice, historical record keeping, and pedagog-
ical memory work. He concludes that the
trials involving Auschwitz, Demjanjuk,
Eichmann, Finta, Nuremberg, Irving, Kastner,
Keegstra, Sawoniuk, and Zündel are highly
problematic. The author provides a rhetori-
cal analysis of holocaust trials as a way of
looking into the question of what role court
proceedings play in the creation of
Holocaust collective memories.

Marouf A. Hasian Jr. is an Associate Professor of Communication at the University of Utah, in Salt

Lake City. He is on the Editorial Board of Rhetoric & Public Affairs, an interdisciplinary journal devoted

to the history, theory, and criticism of public discourse, and author of several books, including In the

Name of Necessity: Military Tribunals and the Loss of American Civil Liberties.
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American Rhetoric in the New Deal Era, 1932–1945
A Rhetorical History of the United States, Volume 7

Thomas W. Benson, editor

The “New Deal era” is hard to define with precision—in time or in ideology. Some histori-
ans use New Deal to designate the intense period of domestic reform legislation of the
first Franklin Delano Roosevelt administration, 1933–37. Others confine discussion of the
era to the legislation of 1933, and identify another wave of legislation in 1935 as a
Second New Deal. Most of the essays in this book focus on the prewar period, with
glimpses forward to the rhetoric of the approach to and engagement in World War II.

Among the essays included in the volume are:

• American Rhetoric in the New Deal Era, Thomas W. Benson
• No Ordinary Rhetorical President: FDR’s Speechmaking and

Leadership, 1933–1945, Vanessa B. Beasley and Deborah Smith-
Howell

• FDR as Family Doctor: Medical Metaphors and the Role of
Physician in the Fireside Chats, Suzanne M. Daughton

• Dictator, Savior, and the Return of Confidence: Text, Context, and
Reception in FDR’s First Inaugural Address, Davis W. Houck and
Mihaela Nocasian

• FSA Photography and New Deal Visual Culture, Cara Finnegan
• Eleanor Roosevelt: Social Conscience for the New Deal, Beth M.

Waggenspack
• The Rhetoric of Social Security and Conservative Backlash:

Frances Perkins as Secretary of Labor, Ann J. Atkinson
• Necessity or Nine Old Men: The Congressional Debate over

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 1937 Court-Packing Plan, Trevor Parry-
Giles and Marouf Hasian Jr.

• The Thundering Voice of John L. Lewis, Richard J. Jensen
• Father Charles E. Coughlin: Delivery, Style in Discourse, and

Opinion Leadership, Ronald H. Carpenter
• Reconsidering the Demagoguery of Huey Long, Robert S. Iltis
• Resisting the “Inevitability” of War: The Catholic Worker

Movement and World War II, Carol J. Jablonski

Thomas W. Benson is the Edwin Erle Sparks Professor of Rhetoric at The Pennsylvania State University. He is the author of Writing JFK:

Presidential Rhetoric in the Bay of Pigs Crisis and other books, and has served as editor of The Quarterly Journal of Speech,

Communication Quarterly, and The Review of Communication.
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• Rhetoric and Reform in the Progressive Era: A Rhetorical
History of the United States, Volume 6. J. Michael Hogan, editor
0-87013-637-2, $189.00
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