<Olson> 1–36
Pictorial Representations of British America Resisting Rape

Rhetorical Re-Circulation of a Print Series Portraying the Boston Port Bill of 1774

Michael Warner and others have characterized “circulation” as enabling a composition to address an audience of strangers who, by devoting attention to it, become its public. To examine Warner’s notion critically, this essay traces the “re-circulation” of one eighteenth-century print to argue that, despite the seemingly stable surface imagery, the composition’s migration across place, time, and medium affected the eventfulness and timeliness of its contingent meanings and the shifting terrain of its rhetorical usages. Re-circulation can be rhetorical in that it is both a response to an earlier version and a reshaping of it for other, sometimes overlapping audiences.

Boston Port Bill American Revolutionary Way Revolution Britain British Media Print Picture propaganda

<Engels> 37–64
Friend or Foe?

Naming the Enemy

Taking the writings of Thomas Jefferson and David Walker as a starting point, this essay extrapolates a rhetorical theory of naming the enemy. In democracies, especially those built on Judeo-Christian traditions, bad character makes enemies enemies. However, as character is easily masked, the process of naming enemies is necessarily one of reading the signs. Thus, Jefferson focuses on his enemies’ appearances, whereas Walker focuses on how his enemies talk. Because both means of naming the enemy are deeply flawed, democratic culture is perpetually in the process of negotiating its enemies as they are rhetorically named and unnamed.
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<Watson> 65–90
Mary Church Terrell vs. Thomas Nelson Page

Gender, Race, and Class in Anti-Lynching Rhetoric

Examining the exchange between Thomas Nelson Page and Mary Church Terrell about lynching in the 1904 North American Review, this essay considers how her ideological position, which emerged from her gender, race, and class, shaped her response. Although these factors enabled her response and built identification with her audience, the essay argues that they created a “trained incapacity” that led her

to reaffirm damaging racial stereotypes and to accentuate class cleavages within her race. Rather than responding to Page’s “scurrilous attacks on colored men,” Church Terrell reinforced the prejudices she sought to dismantle.
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<DreisB> 91–106
Micah 6:8 in the Literature of the American Founding Era

A Note on Religion and Rhetoric

Micah 6:8 is a biblical passage cited frequently in the literature of the American founding era. This note profiles several noteworthy uses of this text and considers why the founders were drawn to these prophetic words. There was a consensus among the founders that a self-governing people must be a self-controlled, righteous people, and nations must be virtuous if they are to be stable and prosperous. The founders, it is argued, saw in this biblical passage God’s instruction on how people and nations can be righteous.
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<McPhail> 107–62
The Politics of Complicity Revisited

Race, Rhetoric, and the (Im)possibility of Reconciliation
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