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Poetry and Short Story Anthologies
Two anthologies from Okike, An African Journal of New Writing, 
inspired and edited by Chinua Achebe. The journal published writers 
throughout the fl ourishing period of creativity in the seventies, and 
was historically a major movement in African literature. 

RHYTHMS OF CREATION contains 190 poems from 87 poets. The poets are 
from all over Africa. Some are established writers - Dennis Brutus, Kofi  Akoonor 
and Wole Soyinka; and the volume includes a number of powerful poems by 
Chinua Achebe, the father of modern African literature himself. Others are 
lesser known as poets but still of considerable literary stature, for example, 
Micere Githae-Mugo, a Kenyan, who co-authored a play with Ngugi, and several 
South Africans, writing from inside, or in exile from, the apartheid regime. 
364 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-78156-191-2, $37.95, 1982

The stories in AFRICAN CREATIONS were written in a period of volatility - and 
remarkable productivity in literature, each story conveys a sense of the vast historical 
and social events that shaped the present, and by artistic means, contributes to the 
reader’s understanding of wider social and political debates. In each story African life 
has some discernible signifi cance; or the sensitivities or aspirationss of individual 
Africans are explored with seriousness. Since fi rst publication, many of these 
writers have entered the canon or written classics - they include: Chinua Achebe, 

Ossie Onuora Enekwe, Nadine Gordimer, and Kole Omotoso. Every region of Africa is 
represented which, the editor suggest, indicates the unity of the African continent (and African literature) 

in its problems and defence of values, aspirations and spiritual commitments.  
192 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-78156-181-5, $31.95, 1995

WRITING STILL is a 
collection of short stories 
from Zimbabwe includes the 
2004 Caine Prize winning 
short story, ‘Seventh Street 
Alchemy’ by Brian Chikwava. 
The anthology includes stories 
by established writers Shimmer 
Chinodya, Charles Mungoshi 
and Yvonne Vera and some 
younger or less established 

writers, Clement Chihota, Wonder Guchu, 
Chiedza Musengezi, Mary Ndlovu, Vivienne 
Ndlovu and Stanley Nyamfukudza. 

‘...this wonderful anthology by Zimbabwean 
writers. Anyone who wants to explore the 
deliciousness of this cake ought to read this 
collection and there is one guarantee-no regrets 
for doing so!’ 

- Business Tribune, Zimbabwe

‘[The writers] are able to write with beauty, with 
style that transcends ordinariness.’

- African Review of Books 

266 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 1-77922-018-9, $25.95, 
2003

FOOLS, THIEVES AND OTHER 
DREAMERS is a rare achievement: 
translation of contemporary 
francophone African literature into 
English, and published within Africa. 
The writers are Seydi Sow from 
Senegal, Florent Couao-Zotti from 
Benin, and Abdourahman Ali Waberi 
from Djibouti. Couao-Zotti’s story 
‘Small Hells on Street Corners’, was 

shortlisted for the Caine Prize for African Writing, 
2002.  

‘All the stories make for good reading.’
- African Review of Books 

42 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-7974-2306-0, $14.95, 2001

A WOMEN’S VOICE is a short 
story anthology by Ugandan women 
includes twelve stories. 

‘Ugandan literature is being reborn.’
- World Literature Today

100 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-970901-03-6, 
$11.95, 1998

shortlisted for the 



Praise Song for the Land
Kofi  Anyidoho

‘I want to sing a Praise Song/for The Land/I must 
Sing a Praise Song/for Our People.’ - thus sounds 
Anyidoho’s statement of poetic intent. Anyidoho 
draws on Ewe verbal art as a critical source of the 
culture and philosophical expression of an African 
community to produce this collection of poetry 
and song, his fi rst in almost a decade.

Published in both print and CD-ROM format, Anyidoho 
presents his words in printed and spoken form in the 
fi rm belief that ‘the poetry of print is the domain of 
the eyewitness, the poetry of sound, the domain of 
the earwitness...the dominant poetic world of Africa....’ 
It follows that the printed word, ‘can no longer carry 
the full burden of my voice’, at least, ‘to all the people 
I call my people’. Kofi  Anyidoho is a poet, research 

scholar of African literature, and a lecturer in English at the University of Ghana. Kofi  Awoonor 
writes a critical introduction describing his poetry as ‘the ultimate homage the poet pays to the 
intimate and elemental force of voice, the fi rst instrument of poetry’.

PRAISE FOR PRAISE SONG FOR THE LAND:

“All the poems in this collection, from the historical to the political, from the cultural to the 
philosophical, and from the poet’s recount of family and communal relationships to his personal 
reminiscences, are sheer delight in lyrical precision” 

- The Vanguard, Nigeria

For the distinguished Ghanaian poet, scholar and educator, Kofi  Anyidoho, ‘poetry is 

no longer a textual art bound to the written/printed page. It is fully liberated from the 

distancing effect of print technology.’ His direct involvement with the production of poetry 

as ‘full drama’ began when the Ghana National Commission on Children, chaired by the 

well-known dramatist Efua Sutherland, invited him to plan and direct an appropriate 

literary-dramatic program for children from selected schools in Accra as part of a fl ag-

raising ceremony at the O.A.U Monument in 1984 to mark O.A.U. Day in the Ghanaian 

capital. From then on, Anyidoho has gone on to produce and perfect a performance mode 

that is returning written African poetry to its dramatic oral roots. 

Kofi  Anyidoho has written and performed an impressive number of poems. In addition, he has published extensively 

on issues related to recent critical debate on African Literature. He teaches at the University of Ghana, Legon.

113 pages with CD-ROM, 7 x 7, cloth, 9988-550-45-6, $33.95, 2002 



Faceless
Amma Darko

‘Amma Darko’s Faceless must be compulsory reading for 
all those who claim to be interested in the plight of street 
children... [who] cease to be mere statistics or a point of 
reference for media hysteria, academic discourse or political 
rhetoric’.

- Kofi  Anyidoho

This socially committed and subtle novel presents in a convincing 
and realist style, a bird’s eye view of life in the slums of Accra. 
The novel invokes the squalor and health risks of street life, and 
the endless vicious cycles of poverty and violence that drive 
children onto the streets and women into prostitution; and from 
which ultimately, no one in the society is free. In the narrative 
four committed educated women - themselves unfree from an 
oppressive, unreconstructed patriarchal society - are inspired 
by the plight of a fourteen year old girl, Fofo, to turn their 

documentation and library centre into a practical street initiative. Eventually, they are able to 
expose the street criminality to the media and begin to rehabilitate Fofo. 

PRAISE FOR FACELESS:

“Darko succeeds in hammering home a powerful message that it is children and the way they 
are treated that are the true measure of how societies are judged. It is through their eyes that 
the answers to the myriad moral predicaments that society fi nds itself in, are to be found.” 

- Pambazuka

PRAISE FOR BEYOND THE HORIZON:

“. . . gracefully written . . . a unique tale by turns revealing, stupefying, and bitterly comic”.

- Kirkus Reviews

113 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9988-550-45-6, $33.95, 2002

Amma Darko is the author of the critically acclaimed Beyond the Horizon. 
The Housemaid, the second of her titles to appear in English, was published 
in the African Writers Series in 1998, the same year that she won the Ghana 
Book Award. A former Fellow at the Cambridge Seminars, Ms. Darko has 
recently contributed “The Color of Poverty” (2001) to a collection by Amnesty 
International-Germany of Ghana, Legon.



Chenjerai Hove
 Born in 1954 near Zvishavane, Chenjerai Hove published his fi rst collection of 

poetry, Up in Arms, in 1982 and The Red Hills of Home in 1985; the latter drew on 

of his deeply felt moral anguish over the brutalities of Zimbabwe’s war of liberation 

(1967- 80), which he observed while teaching in the rural areas during the period.

 His third volume of poetry, Rainbows in the Dust (Baobab Books, 1997) is a 

refl ection on the betrayals of independence. His fi rst novel, Bones (1988), which 

won him the Noma Award, shows the depth of his empathy for rural people and in 

particular rural women. If Hove is (or was) a nationalist, he is also fearless observer, 

and has never shied away from recording the violence of the new Zimbabwe in his 

fi ction, his poetry and his journalism. An outspoken social and cultural critic, he 

writes a weekly column for The Zimbabwe Standard. His other novels are  Shadows (Baobab Books, 1994), Ancestors 

(College Press, 1996); and he has two collections of essays, Shebeen Tales (Serif, London, and Baobab Books 1994), 

Palaver Finish (Weaver Press, 2002); the latter is also translated into Shona as Zvakwana! and Ndebele as Akudle 

Inqondo.

 Born in 1954 near Zvishavane, Chenjerai Hove published his fi rst collection of 

poetry, 

of his deeply felt moral anguish over the brutalities of Zimbabwe’s war of liberation 

(1967- 80), which he observed while teaching in the rural areas during the period.

 His third volume of poetry, 

refl ection on the betrayals of independence. His fi rst novel, 

won him the 

particular rural women. If Hove is (or was) a nationalist, he is also fearless observer, 

and has never shied away from recording the violence of the new Zimbabwe in his 

fi ction, his poetry and his journalism. An outspoken social and cultural critic, he 

CHENJERAI HOVE TITLES AVAILABLE FROM MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS

BONES won both the Zimbabwe Book Publishers’ Association fi rst prize for 
literature, and the Noma Award for Publishing in Africa in 1989. The story is the 
sensitive evocation of Marita, a farm-worker, whose only son joined the freedom fi ghters 
in Zimbabwe’s war of liberation. 

‘a powerful, moving and ambitious novel, written with exceptional linguistic control, 
plumbing the depths of human suffering but having the wisdom to hope’. 

- Noma Jury Citation
112 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-908311-03-6, $19.95, 1988

BLIND MOON, as the title suggests, is a collection of evocative, passionate and defi ant 
poetry that refl ects upon the plight of the individual and the state of Hove’s birthplace 
and nation, Zimbabwe.

‘In Hove’s world there is still hope, there is still love, there is still emotion. There is 
potential for a better world where the human soul can be released to fl y like a bird’.

- Fahamu
60 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 1-77922-019-7, 19.95, 2003

PALAVER FINISH is a timely volume bringing together a series of articles, which have 
previously appreared in Hove’s weekly column in The Zimbabwe Standard.

‘These essays will be very useful to readers wishing to understand feelings on the 
ground in Zimbabwe as the political crisis intensifi es. They are equally fi ne literary 
pieces. Hence, a wide range of readers will fi nd Palaver Finish insightful and delightful, 
just as it will prompt refl ection, anger and compassion’. 

- The African Review of Books
96 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 1-77922-001-4, 23.95, 2002
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Charles Mungoshi
Born into a farming family in 1947, Charles Mungoshi was raised in the Chivhu area 

of Zimbabwe. After leaving school, he worked with the Forestry Commission before 

joining Textbook Sales. From 1975 to 1981 he worked at the Literature Bureau as an 

editor, and at Zimbabwe Publishing House for the next fi ve years. In 1985-87 he was 

Writer in Residence at the University of Zimbabwe, and since then he has worked as a 

free-lance writer, script writer and editor. 

Charles Mungoshi has written novels and short stories in both Shona and English, 

as well as two collections of children’s stories,  Stories from a Shona Childhood and 

One Day Long Ago (Baobab Books, 1989 and 1991); the former won him the Noma 

Award. He has also continued to write poetry and has one published collection: 

The Milkman doesn’t only deliver Milk (Baobab Books, 1998). He has won the 

Commonwealth Writers Prize (Africa region) twice, in 1988 and 1998, for two 

collections of short stories: The Setting Sun and the Rolling World (Heinemann, 1987) and Walking Still (Baobab 

Books, 1997). Two of his novels: Waiting for the Rain (Heinemann 1975) and Ndiko kupindana kwa mazuva (Mambo 

Press, 1975) received International PEN awards.

CHENJERAI HOVE TITLES AVAILABLE FROM MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS

‘...confi rms Charles Mungoshi’s position as Zimbabwe’s most accomplished writer. 
His craftsmansip, his deft use of understatement, his profound understanding of 
people, the broad range of his sympathy, his tremendous sense of humour and 
his detailed knowledge of his society have established him as one of the most 
distinguished writers in the world today’. 

- The Glendora Review
‘Recommended for all collections of contemporary fi ction’.

 - Choice
‘Mungoshi, one of Zimbabwe’s fi nest writers, is at his best here. His clear and   
sophisticated style is well known’

 - World Literature Today
                  167 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-908311-99-0, $14.95, 1997

The ten short stories in THE COMING OF THE DRY SEASON were banned in (the 
then) Rhodesia, but some were published in Europe. One of the stories, ‘The Setting 
Sun and the Rolling World’, gave its title to another acclaimed collection.

61 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-949932-03-5, $10.95, 1972

Newly reissued and widely available outside Africa for the fi rst time, SOME KINDS OF 
WOUNDS are short stories originally composed in the 1970s. They represent a sample 
of the Mungoshi’s earliest fi ctional endeavours. 

179 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-86922-157-4, $14.95, 1980

‘...
His craftsmansip, his deft use of understatement, his profound understanding of 
people, the broad range of his sympathy, his tremendous sense of humour and 
his detailed knowledge of his society have established him as one of the most 
distinguished writers in the world today’

‘

‘
sophisticated style is well known

The ten short stories in 
then) Rhodesia, but some were published in Europe. One of the stories, ‘The Setting 
Sun and the Rolling World’, gave its title to another acclaimed collection.

61 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-949932-03-5, $10.95, 1972



Niyi Osundare
Poet, dramatist, critic, essayist, and media columnist, Niyi Osundare has authored 

over ten volumes of poetry, two books of selected poems, four plays, a book 

of essays, and numerous articles on literature, language, culture, and society. 

He regards his calling as a writer and his profession as a teacher as essentially 

complementary. He was educated on three continents: B.A. (Honours) from the 

University of Ibadan, Nigeria, M.A. from the University of Leeds in England, and Ph.D. 

from York University, Toronto, Canada. 

 

Born in Nigeria, one of the most linguistically and culturally heterogeneous countries 

in the world, he learnt early in life the complexities and challenges of diversity. 

He began his teaching career at the University of Ibadan in 1974 and rose to the 

position of full professor there in 1989. From 1993 to 1997, he was the chair of its 

Department of English. He was a Fulbright scholar at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison, 1990 to 1991, and in 1991/92, an associate professor of English at the University of New Orleans, where 

he returned as full professor in 1997, and was selected university research professor in 2001. For his creative works, 

Osundare has received many prizes: the Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA) Prize, the Cadbury/ANA Prize, 

the Commonwealth Poetry Prize, the Noma Award (Africa’s most prestigious book award), and the Fonlon/

Nichols Award for “excellence in literary creativity combined with signifi cant contributions to Human Rights in Africa”. 

NIYI OSUNDARE TITLES AVAILABLE FROM MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS

THE WORD IS AN EGG testifi es, wholly convincingly, to the poet’s belief that language 
- the Word - defi nes personal and social history, expression and identity. 

“... [a] masterful mix of subtlety and fury, sarcasm and directness, reverence and 
blasphemy, humour and serious intent, Yoruba and English language traditions, theatre 
and poetry” 

- Wasafi ri
92 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-78039-019-7, $11.95, 2002

The poems in SONGS OF THE SEASON call for change in a society wracked with 
problems. The poet sets out to produce a collection that captures the signifi cant 
happenings of the time and, as he puts it: 
‘to remind kings about the corpses which line their way to the throne, to show the rich the slums 

which fester behind their castles, to praise virtue, denounce vice, to mirror the triumphs and 

travails of the downtrodden, to celebrate the green glory of the rainy season and the brown 

accent of the dry, to distil poetry from the dust and clay of the vast, prodigious land - songs 

plucked from the lips of my land in its manifold laughters and sorrows.’  

150 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-781291-76-1, $23.95, 1999

THE EYE OF THE EARTH is a lyrical collection of poems which spring from the themes 
of nature and hope for her regeneration. The collection was joint winner of the 1986 
Commonwealth Poetry Prize and winner of the Association of Nigerian Authors 
Poetry Prize.

49 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-781291-39-7, $10.95, 1986
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A Season of 
Mirth
Regina Amollo
Set in Teso, 
Eastern Uganda, 
this book depicts 
rural scenes.

 “...offers 
insights usually unavailable to 
Western readers.” 

 - Choice

 “...presents a culturally and 
philosophically rich text that 
makes Ugandan village life very 
real for the reader...its story is 
one that should be heard and 
with which people from many 
cultures will identify...”

 - Voices: The Wisconsin 
Review of African Languages 

& Literatures

117 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 
9-970901-06-0, $17.95, 1999

The Last 
Plague
Meja Mwangi
AIDS sweeps 
through the 
village of 
Crossroads 
killing the 
villagers one 
by one. Janet 

is handing out free condoms to 
the villagers. No one pays her 
any attention until her runaway 
husband Broker reappears, 
suffering from the disease. Then 
Broker, an entrepreneur, cashes 
in on the situation and begins 
selling the condoms. But it is 
only when the villagers become 
curious about them and Broker 
dies that people ask whether 
AIDS may signify an end to the 
village.

456 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 
9-966250-82-4, $14.95, 2000

Why the 
Elephant Has 
No Butt
Osonye Tess 
Onwueme 
The author 
globalizes an 
Igbo folktale 
about the 
animals’ 

struggle for survival and 
triumph in a world where the 
weak tortoises must strive to 
alter their powerless condition 
by confronting the oppressive 
forces of the rich and powerful 
Elephants.

“...Onwueme has created a 
universal and moral tale of 
corruption, politics, soical 
standing, and power. Why The 
Elephant Has No Butt captivates 
the enchantment of the spoken 
folktale and makes for a charming 
read...”

- West Africa

168 pages 6 x 9, paper, 
0-9663837-2-9, $14.95, 2000

Effortless 
Tears
Alexander 
Kanengoni
Seventeen 
short stories 
convey the 
texture of life in 
a society which 
lived through 

Zimbabwe’s war of liberation. the 
book was the winner of the 1994 
fi ction section of the Zimbabwe 
Literary Awards.

 “Effortless Tears catches the face 
of Zimbabwe with the pathos and 
tenderness of fi ne poetry...The 
collection joins the fi rmament of 
the best African books of short 
stories...The stature of this 
collection is bound togrow and 
endure.” 

 - World Literature Today

114 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 
0-908311-61-3, $19.95, 1993

Word that 
Melt a 
Mountain
Taban Lo 
Liyong
From the pen of 
one of Africa’s 
most provocative 
and engaging 

writers. The poems are inspired 
by a two year stay in Japan, and 
refl ect on aspects of Japanese 
morals and life. In his introduction, 
the poet describes writing as 
an invitation to a dialogue, and 
toleration as the answer to a 
multicultural world. 

 “...is a major contribution to 
modern African poetry...”

 - World Literature Today

 “...highly imaginative, musical 
and entertaining. This is a moving 
collection in which simplicity is a 
strength and love is treated from 
an experienced and philosophical 
perspective.”

 - African Book Publishing 
Record

149 pages, 6 x 9, paper 
9-966467-89-0, $14.95, 1996

Crackle at 
Midnight
Lupenga 
Mphande
Exile is the key to 
these poems. The 
poet, one of the 
acclaimed major 
Malawian poets. 

“The poems relate to concrete 
experiences. They are simple but 
wittily expressed. With Crackle at 
Midnight, Mphande has enriched 
not only the national poetry of 
Malawi, but also African and 
contemporary world poetry. This 
collection will interest every kind 
of poetry reader.”

 - World Literature Today

147 pages 6 x 9, paper, 
9-781293-47-0, $19.95, 1998

Fiction and Poetry

insights usually unavailable to writers. The poems are inspired 



HIV/AIDS
Aids in Africa. How Did it Ever Happen?
Frank Ham
This book offers a unique personal perspective on the HIV/AIDS crisis in 
Africa. It is a fi rst person narrative of a European homosexual who tested 
positive in the early eighties. The author owes his survival to tell the tale 
not least to the drugs, which in his home country are accessible to any 
person who is HIV positive. Frank Ham visited Malawi in 1999 and repeatedly 
thereafter to try and understand precisely why AIDS has been so much 
more prevalent in Africa than in the West. He pins much of his analysis on 
the scarcity and affordability of the drugs, without which the lives of millions 
are being destroyed or threatened. He also considers environmental factors, 
the role of the Christian churches, and how AIDS is affecting the continent’s 
youth. The narrative challenges and breaks the silence on many dimensions 

of the disease which are still widely taboo. Indeed fi nding a publisher in Africa for a frankly 
written account of AIDS, from the point of view of a homosexual was no mean feat.

223 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 99908-76-24-X, $22.95, 2004

Aids in Africa. 
Frank Ham
This book offers a unique personal perspective on the HIV/AIDS crisis in 
Africa. It is a fi rst person narrative of a European homosexual who tested 
positive in the early eighties. The author owes his survival to tell the tale 
not least to the drugs, which in his home country are accessible to any 
person who is HIV positive. Frank Ham visited Malawi in 1999 and repeatedly 
thereafter to try and understand precisely why AIDS has been so much 
more prevalent in Africa than in the West. He pins much of his analysis on 
the scarcity and affordability of the drugs, without which the lives of millions 
are being destroyed or threatened. He also considers environmental factors, 
the role of the Christian churches, and how AIDS is affecting the continent’s 
youth. The narrative challenges and breaks the silence on many dimensions 

FACE TO FACE is a collection 
of short stories and poems by 
twelve younger, or previously 
unpublished writers from Ghana. 
The publication was inspired by 
a literary workshop and creative 
writing competition on the subject 
of HIV/AIDS. Typical subjects of 
the pieces are AIDS in the context 

of love, friendship, guilt, sex and beliefs.  
101 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-988626-08-8, $19.95, 2004

CONFESSIONS OF AN AIDS 
VICTIM is the story of a young 
intelligent woman learns with shock 
that she is HIV positive. She cannot 
go ahead with her plans to study in 
the USA, and she has to adjust to 
thinking as somebody at the end of 
her life. The novel takes the form of 
a long revelatory letter to her closest 

woman friend, both moving and factually revealing 
about AIDS and the young woman’s life.
83 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-966468-46-3, $11.95, 1993

In WASTE NOT YOUR TEARS, 
Loveness, young and naive, thinks 
she has found the man of her dreams 
in Roderick. He seduces her, but after 
she moves in with him, his promise 
of marriage disappears. Roderick, 
self-centred and lazy, is not what he 

at fi rst appeared, and he has AIDS. This touching story 
tells of the strength of character of Loveness, and how 
she sorts out her life.

A heart-rending experience. A story that projects 
the ravaging nature of the Aids pandemic...also 
essentially educative.” 

- The Herald, Zimbabwe
73 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-908311-64-9, $11.95, 1994

CHIRA tells the story of one woman 
who dies of symptoms of a wasting 
disease, and another who confesses 
that she is HIV positive. Will they 
be long survived by their male 
partners? Against the backdrop of 
the scourge of Aids, the novel is 
a tale of suprises and mysteries 
unsolved; in which science and 

tradition converge to reveal new tragedies in life.

...the fi rst Kenyan novel to feature characters with 
Aids...it is the fi rst to treat the disease in a serious and 
extended manner.” 

- World Literature Today 

“ ...the best written and most thoughtful treatment of 
Aids in any Kenyan novel to date...important because of 
its serious approach to a signifi cant East African social 
issue”

- The African Book Publishing Record
175 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-966469-93-1, $14.95, 1997

FACE TO FACE 
of short stories and poems by 
twelve younger, or previously 
unpublished writers from Ghana. 
The publication was inspired by 
a literary workshop and creative 
writing competition on the subject 
of HIV/AIDS. Typical subjects of 
the pieces are AIDS in the context 
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the scourge of Aids, the novel is 
a tale of suprises and mysteries 
unsolved; in which science and 



Children’s Books   
      from Africa



One Day Long Ago
Charles Mungoshi
Stories from the Shona 
oral tradition by one of 
Zimbabwe’s foremost writers 
and master story-teller. 
The tales combine animal 
fables - with the well-known 
and lively characters such 
as the Hare, the Baboon 
and the Lion - with human 
tales full of warmth and 
understanding. And they 

blend humour and suspense, intrigue, rhyme and 
song. Joint winner of the 1992 Noma Award for 
Publishing in Africa. 

“four stories from the Shona oral tradition, 
beautifully told and vividly illustrated, with an 
imaginative use of language, an element of 
mystery and magic, the occasional sting in the tail, 
and a gentle, controlled sense of humour.” 

- Noma Award Jury Citation

63 pp, 6 x 10, paper, 0-908311-30-3, $14.95, 1991

The Salem Mystery 
Emmanuel Kariuki
Winner of the 2003 Jomo 
Kenyatta Prize for 
Literature. In 2003 this title 
was chosen by White Ravens 
for their annual selection of 
outstanding international 
books for children and young 
adults. 
Kahiu becomes involved in a 
mystery-solving adventure 
after he is arrested by 

two policemen on the beat. Mrs Macpherson 
is murdered the same night. In an attempt to 
solve the mystery, Kahiu and his friend Opiyo are 
exposed to untold danger; but eventually unearth 
the clues which allow the police to arrest the 
murderers. 

‘the book is a particularly good effort as it is written 
for a category that is often overlooked in the 
writing of fi ction by local writers - the youth.’ 

- Jomo Kenyatta Prize Jury Citation

 “... conveys an authentic atmosphere of life in a 
Kenyan town...” 

- The White Ravens 2003

139 pp, 6 x 9, paper, 9-96625-025-2, $13.95, 2001

There is an oral story 
tradition in Botswana, 
which tells of giant 
people called the 
Dimos. The Dimos 
were all-powerful and 
had magical powers 
and were capable of 
super-human feats. 

Many people were afraid 
of them because some 
of the Dimos had a 
reputation for eating 
human beings, especially 

children.  The author has here adapted 
two stories from Setswana oral sources. 

In DIMO AND THE LITTLE BUSH DOCTOR 
Iyapane, a young boy in training to become a bush 
doctor, outwits one of the Dimos by using two 
magical horns.  

24 pages, 9.5 x 8, paper, 9-991255-51-6, $9.95, 2004

In DIMO AND CHEWELO a Dimo attempts to 
kidnap the granddaughter of an old woman, Mama 
Chewelo, but fi nds himself in a pickle.  

24 pages, 9.5 x 8, paper, 9-991255-52-4, $9.95, 2004

The Chameleon Who Could 
Not Change her Color
Walter Bgoya
Chameleons are supposed to 
have an ability to change their 
colour. But one day, a chameleon 
is born who cannot. Her fellow 
chameleons are worried for 
her because she is unable to 
disguise herself. But when the 

chameleons are threatened she demonstrates that 
she has special powers to defl ect them. 

18pp, 7 x 7, paper, 9-987686-36-2, $16.95, 2003

The Croc. 
An Okavango 
Adventure
Stephan Ille and Molly 
Spitta
Life in the Okavango River 
is too predictable and boring 
for one particular young 
crocodile who is determined 

to see more of the world and experience great 
adventures. So he begins to search for a wizard whom 
he hopes will help him. 

36pp, 9.5 x 8 paper,  9-991255-50-8, $9.95, 2004

Children’s Books
There is an oral story 
tradition in Botswana, 
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Dimos. The Dimos 
were all-powerful and 
had magical powers 

Many people were afraid Many people were afraid 
of them because some 
of the Dimos had a 

children.  The author has here adapted 

Many people were afraid 

One Day Long Ago
Charles Mungoshi
Stories from the Shona 
oral tradition by one of 
Zimbabwe’s foremost writers 
and master story-teller. 
The tales combine animal 
fables - with the well-known 
and lively characters such 
as the Hare, the Baboon 
and the Lion - with human 
tales full of warmth and 
understanding. And they 

The Salem Mystery 
Emmanuel Kariuki
Winner of the 2003 
Kenyatta Prize for 
Literature
was chosen by 
for their annual selection of 
outstanding international 
books for children and young 
adults. 
Kahiu becomes involved in a 
mystery-solving adventure 
after he is arrested by 

The Chameleon Who Could 
Not Change her Color
Walter Bgoya
Chameleons are supposed to 
have an ability to change their 
colour. But one day, a chameleon 
is born who cannot. Her fellow 
chameleons are worried for 
her because she is unable to 

The Croc. 
An Okavango 
Adventure
Stephan Ille and Molly 
Spitta
Life in the Okavango River 
is too predictable and boring 
for one particular young 



Meshack Asare
Meshack Asare is a Ghanaian children’s author who has had a long and 
successful career in both writing and illustration. He has won prestigious 
prizes such as the Noma Award in 1982 and the 1999 UNESCO First 
prize for Children’s and Young People’s Literature in the Service of 
Tolerance for Sosu’s Call, which is also named as one of the top twelve 
books amongst the 100 Best Books from Africa List. He was also a 
jury member for the prestigious Macmillan African Writers Award 
2002.

Meshack Asare, born 1945 in Ghana, studied Fine Arts at the College 
of Art in Kumasi and taught in Ghana for 12 years between 1967 and 

1979. Asare published The Brassman’s Secret, which won the prestigious Noma Award in 1982 as the 
best book published in Africa in the preceding year. This was followed by The Canoe Story in 1982. In 
1984, Asare published Chipo and the bird on the Hill in Zimbabwe. In the same year he published Cat 
in Search of a Friend in Austria, which won the Austrian National Prize (1985) and a BIB Golden 
Plaque at the Bratislava Biennale (1985). Sosu’s Call  is the winner of the 1999 UNESCO First Prize 
for Children’s and Young People’s Literature in the Service of Tolerance and The Magic Goat 
won the 1999 Toyota/Children’s Literature Foundation Best Picture Story Book Illustrator’s 
Award. 

MESHACK ASARE TITLES AVAILABLE FROM MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Sosu’s Call
Sosu’s Call, won the 1999 UNESCO 1st prize for Children’s and Young 
People’s Literature in the Service of Tolerance. It is listed as one of 
the top twelve titles of Africa’s 100 Best Books; and has been named 
an Honor Book for Young Children by the African Studies Association’s 
Children’s Africana Book Committee, as a contribution to accurate and 
balanced material on Africa for children. Beautifully illustrated on art paper, 
the story tells of Sosu, a young disabled boy who cannot walk. Sosu misses 
going to school and all the activities of the other children. His village is on a 
lagoon, and one day when everyone is away fi shing, working in the fi elds or 
at school, he raises the alarm with his drumming, and saves the village from 
total destruction by the sea. His heroism is rewarded when a wheelchair is 
donated and at last he can go to school.

37 pages, 8 x 10.5, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-09-X, $9.95, 1997

“...a positive story of empowerment and overcoming limitations...It deserves more and more awards.”
- African Publishing Review 

The Children of the Tree

The Children of the Tree is a story of the origins of the people of Namibia, derived from 

folklore and fact. A married couple emerge from a mysterious Omumborombonga tree 

for the fi rst time, and make a life on the land around them. Their offspring marry, and 

generations of Children of the Tree are hence born. 

40 pages, 9.5 x 8, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-17-0, $14.95, 1999
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Meshack Asare, born 1945 in Ghana, studied Fine Arts at the College 
of Art in Kumasi and taught in Ghana for 12 years between 1967 and 
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Sosu’s Call
People’s Literature in the Service of Tolerance
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an 
Children’s Africana Book Committee, as a contribution to accurate and 
balanced material on Africa for children. Beautifully illustrated on art paper, 
the story tells of Sosu, a young disabled boy who cannot walk. Sosu misses 
going to school and all the activities of the other children. His village is on a 
lagoon, and one day when everyone is away fi shing, working in the fi elds or 
at school, he raises the alarm with his drumming, and saves the village from 
total destruction by the sea. His heroism is rewarded when a wheelchair is 
donated and at last he can go to school.

The Children of the Tree

The Children of the Tree

folklore and fact. A married couple emerge from a mysterious Omumborombonga tree 

for the fi rst time, and make a life on the land around them. Their offspring marry, and 

generations of Children of the Tree are hence born. 

40 pages, 9.5 x 8, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-17-0, $14.95, 1999



Cat in Search of a Friend

The story of how cat became the human’s friend is imaginatively told. Cat wants a 

friend to protect her and to live with. She learns it is better protection to be friends with 

stronger creatures so she works her way up the animal kingdom. She fi rst befriends the 

monkeys, then the chimpanzees, gorillas, leopards, lions, rhinoceros, elephants, the man 

and then the women - the strongest creatures! 

30 pages, 9.5 x 8, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-18-9, $14.95, 2000

Meliga’s Day

The reader is introduced to the daily activities of a young boy in Africa. The wonderful 

illustrations capture the essence of rural life. Meliga notices all around him as he returns 

home from school - the great Baobab tree; the basket weavers, the tanner, and the 

blacksmith at work; Ma Amopoka fi ring her pots; the women cooking; and the animals 

he cares for. His heifer Namboa goes missing, but he eventually fi nds him. After supper 

grandfather sings, then the family retire to bed. A hush descends on the compound at the 

end of another day. 

33 pages, 9.5 x 8, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-20-0, $14.95, 2000

Noma’s Sand. A Tale from Lesotho

Sothulu, a ruthless moneylender, comes to claim back money borrowed by Noma’s father 

from the family who know nothing of his debts. First he takes Bodo, the family cow and sole 

source of income. Then he wants to take Noma’s sand, strewn over the courtyard and making it 

beautiful. But Noma is prepared to fi ght. 

38 pages, 8 X 10.5, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-56-1, $17.95, 2002

Chipo and the Bird on the Hill. A Tale of Ancient Zimbabwe

Two children, Chipo and Dambudzo set out in search of a big stone bird at Great 

Zimbabwe after Sekuru tells them the story of how this bird guided their ancestors to a 

hill. All the mysteries of the ancient ruins come alive as the children slip away from their 

duties to climb the hill in search of the bird. The story and illustrations are the author’s 

impressions of how life in Great Zimbabwe might have been when it was full of huts, 

footpaths, cooking fi res, people laughing and chatting and cock-crowing.

35 pages, 9.5 x 8, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-44-8, $17.95, 2002

Kwajo and The Brassmans Secret. A Tale of Old Ashanto Wisdom and Gold

The Brassman’s Secret won The Noma Award for Publishing in Africa 1982. It has 

become one of the most important children’s books in Africa, and has been translated 

into several foreign languages. This is a new edition appearing for the fi rst time with full 

color-illustrations. Kwajo’s father makes traditional small fi gures. One day, he makes him 

a little brass drummer who comes alive and transforms Kwajo into a land of proverbs and 

riddles. It is a land where the fi gures represent money, and the people are citizens in a 

powerful kingdom. Kwajo is tempted by riches but must fi rst decode a series of riddles 

and symbols. He falls at the last test, but nonetheless learns an important lesson. 

45 pages, 9.5 x 8, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-43-X, $17.95, 2002

C
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hill. All the mysteries of the ancient ruins come alive as the children slip away from their 

duties to climb the hill in search of the bird. The story and illustrations are the author’s 

impressions of how life in Great Zimbabwe might have been when it was full of huts, 

footpaths, cooking fi res, people laughing and chatting and cock-crowing.

35 pages, 9.5 x 8, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-44-8, $17.95, 2002
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38 pages, 8 X 10.5, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-56-1, $17.95, 2002

Cat in Search of a Friend

The story of how cat became the human’s friend is imaginatively told. Cat wants a 

friend to protect her and to live with. She learns it is better protection to be friends with 

stronger creatures so she works her way up the animal kingdom. She fi rst befriends the 

monkeys, then the chimpanzees, gorillas, leopards, lions, rhinoceros, elephants, the man 

and then the women - the strongest creatures! 

30 pages, 9.5 x 8, 4-color, paper, 9988-550-18-9, $14.95, 2000

Meliga’s Day

The reader is introduced to the daily activities of a young boy in Africa. The wonderful 

illustrations capture the essence of rural life. Meliga notices all around him as he returns 

home from school - the great Baobab tree; the basket weavers, the tanner, and the 

blacksmith at work; Ma Amopoka fi ring her pots; the women cooking; and the animals 

he cares for. His heifer Namboa goes missing, but he eventually fi nds him. After supper 

grandfather sings, then the family retire to bed. A hush descends on the compound at the 

end of another day. 



Children in our Midst. 
Voices of Farmworkers’ Children 

For many years, farmworkers in Zimbabwe have been a 
marginalised and neglected community. Little has been 
known about what they think about their lives and their 
place in society. This, however, is even more true of their 
children, who have remained out of sight.

Children in our Midst provides us with the voices of several 
hundred children collected through essays and interviews. 
With a freshness and integrity unique to the young and 
innocent, they tell us directly about their lives, and give us 
their opinions based on their experiences. For many, for 
example, poverty is a source of great hardship:

In my family we are eight. ...We are too many ... so we just wish God will look after us so that we 
can fi nish our education. My father is the only one who works... . He cannot afford to pay school 
fees, food and clothes. ...This type of problem can infl uence parents to throw their children in 
bins, because food will not be enough to feed them all.

But they are determined to try and achieve a better future through education:

School is important because if you want to be a doctor or look for a job, education is needed. 
And you can’t go overseas if you can’t read where the plane will be going. For people like 
President Mugabe and Border Gezi to be where they are is all about education. That’s why 
people say, education is the wealth that I leave for you ... so that we children can be teachers, 
doctors, presidents and ministers.

Children in our Midst is not a book that one will read from cover to cover, but it is one that 
enriches our understanding, and sharpens our perspective on a range of issues that concern 
farmworkers’ children. Divided into nine chapters, the book explores the themes of childhood, 
health and welfare, education, the farm and the wider world. 

However, despite their hardships and diffi culties, what we hear is not the voice of special 
pleading but one of resourcefulness, courage and hope for a better future.

PRAISE FOR CHILDREN IN OUR MIDST:

‘Children in our Midst provides us with the voices of several hundred children collected  through 
essays and interviews. It breathes an atmosphere of freshness, innocence and  integrity unique 
to the young...when you put the book down after the fi nal word, one cannot help but marvel 
at  children who can go through so much hardship and pain but still emerge with a sense of 
humour.

The maturity too that oozes out of some of their comments is astounding’. 
- The Financial Gazette, Zimbabwe

160 pages, 9 x 8, paper, 0-7974-2032-0, $17.95, 2000



African Art, 
Culture and 
Language



African Art
Malangatana 
Julio Navarro & Harriet McGuire (trans.)
Malangatana is one of the great African artists of the 20th century. Best 
known for his dramatic paintings, he has produced a broad range of works 
in diverse media - drawings, murals, ceramics, sculptures, as well as poetry 
and music. This largely colour-illustrated book of Malangatana’s paintings is 
a showcase of his work. The paintings are accompanied by two introductory 
essays: one on the artist’s biography; the other, a critical essay situating the 
paintings and the importance of the work in context. 

“The heart of the book is the art itself, presented in chronological order in 
excellent plates in both vivid colour and black and white.” - 

- International Journal of African Historical Studies

“The great strength of this book is the extensive range of high quality reproductions, which make 
the breadth and depth of the work by this Mozamibican artist available to the world.” 

- African Review of Books
223 pages, 9.30 x 12, cloth, 9-987686-45-1, $72.95, 2003

Malangatana
Julio Navarro & Harriet McGuire (trans.)
Malangatana is one of the great African artists of the 20th century. Best 
known for his dramatic paintings, he has produced a broad range of works 
in diverse media - drawings, murals, ceramics, sculptures, as well as poetry 
and music. This largely colour-illustrated book of Malangatana’s paintings is 
a showcase of his work. The paintings are accompanied by two introductory 
essays: one on the artist’s biography; the other, a critical essay situating the 
paintings and the importance of the work in context. 

“
excellent plates in both vivid colour and black and white

AMULETS AND DREAMS 
is a powerful and sobering 
collection of photographs, 
bringing to light and 
documenting some of the 
most tragic aspects of 
Africa’s recent social history. 
Beautifully produced with som 
124 duo-tone photographs, 
the book is structured as a 

series of photographic montages of the confl icts 
in Sierra Leone, Angola, Mozambique, Eritrea and 
Burundi; each section introduced with a short 
critical essay on the history of the confl ict. 
168 pages, 8.5 x 10, cloth, 1-86888-230-6, $63.95, 
2002

FROM RITUAL TO MODERN 
ART is a beautifully produced 
and lavishly illustrated book 
addresses the huge imbalance in 
appreciation and representation 
of African art. Outside Africa, 
East African art has been 
assumed to be more or less 
non-existent. This is one of the 
few publications to have come 

out of Tanzania, bearing witness to the appreciation 
of sculptural art and its tradition in that country.
136 pages, 9 x 12, cloth, 9-976973-75-6, $63.95, 
2001

THE ART OF THE WEYA 
WOMEN is a beautifully 
produced book, with many 
vivid colour photographs, is 
a collaboration between rural 
African women and a European 
artist. 
“...a colourful celebration of a 
new, developing body of art in 
rural Zimbabwe...The book’s 

layout can be best described as vibrant, airy, 
stimulating to the eye...The Art of the Weya Women 
holds in its pages a contagious jubilation for the 
creativity and success of an exciting development in 
contemporary African art.” 

 - African Arts
184 pages, 9 x 12, paper, 0-0908311-50-8, $54.95, 
1992

South Africa has a long history 
of mural art, but only recently 
has the explosive emergence of 
urban community murals made 
the medium highly visible and 
popular. COMMUNITY MURAL 
ART IN SOUTH AFRICA 
documents some examples. 
There are 145 beautifully 

presented colour illustrations that illustrate a 
particular point. 
298 pages, 8.5 x 10, cloth, 1-86888-188-1, $72.95, 
2002

AMULETS AND DREAMS
is a powerful and sobering 
collection of photographs, 
bringing to light and 
documenting some of the 
most tragic aspects of 
Africa’s recent social history. 
Beautifully produced with som 
124 duo-tone photographs, 
the book is structured as a 

FROM RITUAL TO MODERN 
ART
and lavishly illustrated book 
addresses the huge imbalance in 
appreciation and representation 
of African art. Outside Africa, 
East African art has been 
assumed to be more or less 
non-existent. This is one of the 

THE ART OF THE WEYA 
WOMEN
produced book, with many 
vivid colour photographs, is 
a collaboration between rural 
African women and a European 
artist. 
“...
new, developing body of art in 

South Africa has a long history 
of mural art, but only recently 
has the explosive emergence of 
urban community murals made 
the medium highly visible and 
popular. 
ART IN SOUTH AFRICA 
documents some examples. 
There are 145 beautifully 



Proverbs, Folklore and Oral Tradition

AN AFRICAN 
ALPHABET 
is an unusual book 
- a collection of the 
twenty six letters of 
the alphabet, each 
representing a word, 
all the words together 
telling the story of 

the time and times of Africa. It is about the beauty 
of the great valleys, the fl ora and fauna, and the 
wildlife. It celebrates the ubuntu of the people, the 
diversity of the heritage, art and culture, and asserts 
Africa as the mother of a culture of literacy. The 
images are created by four linked alphabets: two 
contrasting picture alphabets, a word alphabet and 
an alphabet of letters infl uenced by African design. 
128 pages, 12 x 9, paper, 0-620-26263-X, $29.95, 
2002

In Africa, someone with great 
wisdom and knowledge of 
tradition is identifi ed by his 
ability to intersperse speech 
with congruous proverbs. 
The importance and beauty 
of proverbs lie in the hidden 
essence of a language or a 
culture which they convey. 
DRUMBEATS OF BLACK 
AFRICA is a collection which 

includes some 2,000 proverbs are included 
originating in various African cultures, organised 
alphabetically. 
183 pages, 5 x 7, paper, 9-78029-504-6, $19.95, 2004

There are few published 
collections of Chinyanja 
proverbs, many of which are 
in danger of being lost forever. 
WISDOM OF THE PEOPLE 
is a collection of proverbs 
and fi gurative expressions is 
an important contribution to 
the preservation of traditional 
wisdom from this Malawian 
language group. Chinyanja 

is becoming a principal lingua franca in Central 
Africa and the preservation of an integral part of its 
culture is preserved through recording the wisdom 
of the ages. English translations and explanations of 
proverbs are given. 
472 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-990816-37-9, $35.95, 2000

The Taroh (Yergam) people 
are from the middle belt area 
of Nigeria. MORE TALES 
FROM TAROKLAND includes 
fi fteen folktales from the 
region illustrate some of the 
beliefs and customs of the 
people. They also express 
the Taroh view of the spirit 
world, the human world and 
the animal world and how they 

relateto each other. Each tale is illustrated.  The 
collection is published to promote the culture and 
encouragement of the art of storytelling and the 
preservation of Nigerian folktales. 
94 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-78029-017-6, $10.95, 1998

Proverbs enrich a language; they give in-depth meanings to words and 
have immense moral and cultural value. In the past a Yoruba person 
who could intersperse speech with apt proverbs was regarded as 
someone of great wisdom and culture. 

In AFRICAN POVERBS over 144 proverbs from all over Africa are included 
in this pocket-size book, and the country of origin of each is stated. Compiled 
from among those submitted to the BBC African Service. 

The immense popularity of African Proverbs encouraged the publication of 
a second volume of proverbs, MORE AFRICAN PROVERBS, originating from 
twenty-fi ve African countries; and this second volume has since been revised 
and expanded to include around 250 proverbs. 

51 pages, 5 x 5, cloth, 9-78203-020-1, $10.95, 2002
100 pages, 5 x 5, cloth, 9-78203-094-5, $11.95, 2002



Alice Taabu’s Cookery 
Book 
This book was the winner 
of its catagory in the 
Gourmand-World 
Cookbook Award 
2002 and serves as an 
excellent introduction 
for those wanting totry 
their hand at African 
cookery, but are uncertain 

about ingredients or what to do with these 
ingredients, to create that distinctive African 
fl avour! Alice Taabu is a household name in 
Kenya, best known for her demonstration 
of modern cookery on television. She has 
hosted the popular televisons how, Mke 
Nyumbani, for more than twenty years, and 
this book comprises a selection from over 
500 receipes she has created for the viewers. 
Some examples of the tempting receipes on 
offer are: bean bread; Mabumbunda (banana 
bread); chicken and ugali; nutty chicken; 
fi sh with groundnuts; various Kenyan meat 
and vegetable dishes,e.g., irio (potatoes 
and peas), kimanga, cassava beans mash, 
matoke in coconut, mbaazi za nazi (pigeon 
peas in coconut) and pawpaw stew. 
151 pages, 7 x 10, paper, 9-966250-21-2, 
$25.95, 2001

Taste Of Uganda. 
Recipes For 
Traditional Dishes 
The book was Winner of 
the Gourmand World 
Cookbook Awards, 
2002 Uganda category. It 
includes common recipes 
from Uganda for staples, 
meat, fi sh and poultry, 
and relishes, snacks and 

beverages. Information about food preparation, 
nutrition and the origins and availability of 
ingredients heads each chapter. The book is 
intended for Ugandan and non-Ugandan food 
lovers, school teachers and gourmet cooks 
wanting to produce local food. 
192 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-970021-68-0, $25.95, 
2002

The Modern African 
Vegetable Cookbook 
The author offers an exciting 
collection of affordable 
recipes showing new ways 
to service common, and not 
so common, vegetables. She 
shows how vegetables can 
be used in all kinds of ways: 
soups, accompaniments, 

main courses, roasts and rissoles, and salads.
90 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-966466-46-0, $7.95, 
1997

Tanzania Cook Book 
Meat cinnamon heads, 
coconut chicken, cashewnut 
roast, ndolo, pumpkin leaves 
with groundnuts, cassava, 
maize, beans...The rich 
variety of foods in this recipe 
book refl ect the cuisine of 
Tanzania which has a wealth 
of local spices, a wide variety 
of fruits and vegetables, 

staple grains and roots, and fi sh from the oceans, 
rivers and lakes. 
165 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-97610-125-2, $13.95, 
1996

The Kudeti Book of 
Yoruba Cookery 
J.A. Mars & E.M. Tooleyo et.al
A collection of traditonal 
Yoruba recipes, this is a 
standard reference work, 
revised and updated to 
take in metric systems of 
measurement, modern Yoruba 
spelling and terms, and 
current, sometimes simpler 

cooking methods. The compilation includes 
different recipes for beans - e.g. methods for Ewa, 
Akara, and Ekuru; yam; rice - boiled, jollof, and 
abala; soups and stews; corn, cassava and fl ours 
- e.g. maize, yam, plantain and bean; eggs and 
chickens; ‘invalid dishes’ such as arrowroot gruel; 
many miscellaneous staples - sweetmeats, fritters 
and coconut concoctions; and many breads - 
yeast bread, rock buns, and palm wine bread. 
71 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9782951935, $14.95, 
1934

Cookery Books

main courses, roasts and rissoles, and salads.



Coffee Table and Guidebooks
MALAWI. THE 
WARM HEART OF 
AFRICA presents 
spectacular, full 
colour photographic 
coverage of Malawi’s 
landscapes, sites 
of natural beauty, 
mountains, 
forests, churches, 
national parks and 

reservations, wildlife, species and game reserves, 
lake and lake life, settlements, community life, 
agriculture, rivers and skylines. The photographs 
are accompanied by a written commentary 
providing general background and history of Malawi 
for the interested reader or visitor. The authors are 
an experienced writer, and photographer/publisher 
renowned for bringing into print, and publicising 
Malawi’s varied landscapes, environmental aspects, 
wildlife and cultural heritage. 
127 pages, 11 x 8.50, cloth, 9-99081-411-2, $54.95, 2004

UGANDA AT A GLANCE was 
inspired by a photographic 
exhibition ‘Uganda at a Glance’, 
hosted at the Nommo Gallery 
in Kampala. A country profile 
introduces Uganda with general 
information on aspects of 
geography, and perspectives 
on the country’s history from 
the mid-nineteenth century 
to the present day. A lively 

series of photographs capture the atmosphere of 
‘Kampala by night’, and the historical monuments. 
There are many shots of landscapes and rural life, 
national parks and safari, lakes, islands, rivers 
and forests. The book also includes a wealth of 
practical information on air and ground travel, 
accommodation, and traditional medical services, 
banks, restaurants, bars and internet cafes, local 
tourist information and street and road maps 
highlighting tourist attractions. 
159 pages, 7 x 10, paper, 9-970023-76-4, $38.95, 2002 

Written by a well-known Ugandan 
journalist, this UGANDA POCKET 
FACTS highlights the rich 
diversity of nature and human 
interaction which gives Uganda 
its unique attributes. Unlike 
other handbooks, the author 
concentrates on explaining the 
essence of the country, rather 
than the practical facts of where 
to stay, what to see etc. Chapters 
cover three broad areas. Cultural 

aspects include history, peoples, languages and 

cultures, politics and government. Economic 
aspects cover agriculture, animal husbandry and 
fisheries; mining and industry. More practical areas 
for the visitor are also covered: transport and 
communication, physical climate and features: 
National Parks; historical and cultural sites and 
Ugandan crafts. 
125 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9970021451, $19.95, 1999 

Dar es Salaam means Abode of 
Peace, or House of Security, and 
is one of the names of Paradise 
in the Koran. Whilst essentially 
Swahili in culture, the city has 
a cosmopolitan touch due to its 
attraction as the capital, and 
to the harbour which draws in 
stangers with different customs, 
religions and speech. In this 
original idea, the streets of the 

city illuminate both the broader culture of Tanzania, 
and Dar es Salaam’s history, art, culture, politics, 
religion, language and flora. In DAR ES SALAAM. 
A DOZEN DRIVES the authors, residents and 
enthusiasts for Dar es Salaam since 1993, take 
the reader on twelve drives around the city - each 
one representing a different aspect of its character. 
Photographs and drawings illustrate some of 
the attractions, and each is accompanied by an 
explanatory diagram. 
 
“...excellent index facilitates...recommended for the 
curious traveller who wishes toknow more than an 
average guidebook has space to tell.” 
- Tanzanian Affairs 

“The style is easy and intimate, unravelling many 
architectural delights, as well as providing a kind 
of informal economic, social and cultural history of 
Tanzania’s principal city.” 

- The African Book Publishing Record

154 pages, 6 x 9, cloth, 9-976973-35-7, $37.95, 1997

The SPECTRUM ROAD MAP OF 
NIGERIA shows international 
boundaries, state boundaries, 
expressways under construction, 
trunk roadswith their numbers, 
trunk roads under construction, 
secondary roads, secondary roads 
under construction, other minor 
roads, and tracks. Also featured are 
railways, vehicle ferries, areas liable 
to flood, mangrove swamps, spot 

heights in metres, international and local airports. 
4 x 9, paper, $16.95, 2002



English - 
Chichewa/
Chinyanja 
Dictionary
There are more 
than fifteen 
million native 
speakers of 
Chichewa, or 
Chinyanja, in 

Malawi, and in parts of Zambia, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and South 
Africa; thus Chichewa is probably 
the most widely spoken African 
language across the regions of 
Southern and South-Central Africa
398 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 
9-990816-50-6, $46.95, 2003

Tumbuka/
Tonga - English 
& English 
- Tumbuka/
Tonga 
Dictionary
This is probably 
the only 
dictionary of the 
two languages of 

Northern Malawi, spoken by some 
two million Malawians, ever to be 
published. It contains some 5,000 
entries, details on morphology, 
translations and examples.
292 pages, 6 x 9, cloth, 
9-990814-14-7, $46.95, 2002

 A Simplified 
Lugbara-English 
Dictionary
Lugbara is one 
of the languages 
of north-western 
Uganda and 
eastern Congo. 
This concise 
and portable 

dictionary is aimed at those 
interested in a deeper 
understanding of Lugbara, and 
for visitors and tourists. The 
dictionary is preceded by an 
explanation of the basic grammar 
including the alphabet; personal 
pronouns and the verb ‘to be’; 
personal pronouns andthe verb 
to have; parts of speech; and 
conjugation of verbs.261 pages, 
6 x 9, paper, 9-970021-05-2, 
$19.95, 1999

Lunganda-
English Phase 
Book for 
Tourists
Luganda is 
one of the 
widely spoken 
languages in 
Uganda, and 
has common 

characteristics with other 
languages of the region. This 
handy small-format phrase book 
is primarily intended to help the 
non- Luganda speaker to get 
around and cope with everyday 
life. It explains vowels, pronouns, 
numbers, and some grammar; 
and phrases cover food, time, 
health, accommodation, weather, 
home, death, parts of the body, 
professions, and information.
49 pages, 4 x 5, paper, 
9-970020-63-3, $7.95, 1995

A Dictionary 
of the Yoruba 
Language
Yoruba is one 
of the major 
languages spoken 
in Nigeria. 
The dictionary 
contains about 
50,000 references 

and translations; Yoruba 
pronunciation guidance; 
examples of how words are used; 
contemporary meanings and 
interpretations; and reference to 
grammatical usage and parts of 
speech. 
251 pages, 4 x 5, paper, 
9-78030-760-5, $29.95, 2001

Comprehensive 
Course in Twi 
(Asante) for the 
Non-Twi Learner
Asante Twi is 
the most widely 
spoken of the 
dialects of the 
Akan language, 
and Akan is 

spoken by about forty four 
percent of Ghana’s population as 
a first language. It is also used 
as a second language by many 
others. The author has written 
the book to introduce a non-Twi 

beginner to the spoken language, 
which forms themain focus. 
Dialogues are as natural and as 
close to current every day usage 
as possible.
145 pages, 4 x 5, paper, 
9-964302-45-2, $21.95, 1996

Ghanaianisms. A 
Glossary
A compilation 
of words and 
expressions 
peculiar to 
English in Ghana, 
and used by 
English-speaking 
Ghanaians, 

which have been absorbed into 
Ghanaian English from local and 
foreign languages. The glossary 
contains some 2,000 entries.
For each entry, the sources 
and history of the words, their 
meanings and examples of 
usage are provided. A detailed 
introduction elucidates the 
principles of the work and the 
present socio-linguistic situation 
in Ghana. 
234 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 
9-964303-01-7, $33.95, 2004

 A Dictionary of 
Nigerian English 
Usage
his dictionary 
illustrates the 
variety of English 
in Nigeria so 
allowing Nigerians 
and foreigners 
alike to recognise 

and learn the varieties of English 
peculiar to Nigerian usage. The 
some 1600 entries have been 
selected on the basis of frequency 
of usage in written texts and 
speech and for their cultural and 
historical importance. Many words 
are borrowed from the many 
Nigerian languages; others are 
English words of phrases which 
have acquired new meanings in 
Nigeria. Some words and phrases 
which are not NE but pertain to 
Nigerian discourse have also been 
included. 
316 pages, 4 x 5, paper, 
9-78342-255-3, $38.95, 2002

African Languages



English-Swahili Pocket Dictionary
A concise and portable dictionary 
developed by two experienced and well 
respected teachers of Swahili. In this 
work they have taken into account not 
only the difficulties which non-Swahili 
speakers from many different language 
backgrounds have in learning the 
language, but also the importance of 
making Swahili equivalents of English 

words, correspond to those of the best speakers of 
Swahili.

271 pages, 4 x 5, paper, 9-976973-04-7, $29.95, 1991

Swahili-English Pocket Dictionary
This is the mirror publication of the 
handy format and popular English/Swahili 
Pocket dictionary. The dictionary contains 
some 6,000 entries; and the introduction 
provides notes on Swahili pronunciation, 
morphology and grammar.

212 pages, 4 x 5, paper, 9-976973-79-9, 
$25.95, 2001

Swahili for Foreigners
Developed to help the non-
native speaker learn the language 
systematically and with minimal 
teacher assistance. The book is divided 
into thirty-four lessons progressing 
from beginner to advanced level and 
includes exercises, verb tables and 
comprehensive English-Swahili/Swahili-
English vocabulary lists.

282 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-966250-96-4, $29.95, 2001

Nyakyusa-English-Swahili & English-
Nyakyusa Dictionary 
Unhappy with the policy of using 
English as the medium of instruction in 
secondary schools in Tanzania which left 
his students bewildered, a Norwegian 
volunteer teacher in Ipinda, Tukuyu, 
south western region of Tanzania decided 
that his students would probably cope 
with the foreign language only after 

they were grounded first in the structure of their own 
languages - Nyakyusa and Swahili. As a trilingual 
dictionary was not available, he set out to compile one 
and this well producced dictionary is the product. Words, 
examples and usages are included. 

“...lively and well produced dictionary..set[ting] an 
example for others to follow...” 

- Tanzanian Affairs

304 pages, 6 x 9, cloth, 9-976973-32-2, $43.95, 1995

English-Swahili 
Dictionary. Kamusi ya 
Kiingereza-Kiswahili
This massive authoritative 
Swahili dictionary, is 
the most definitive 
and comprehensive in 
existence. It has taken a 
team of lexicographers and 
academics fourteen years 

to prepare, with the support of the Institute of 
Kiswahili Research in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 
There are more than 50,000 entries, with 
an attempt to give every English word an 
equivalent in Swahili, or otherwise a phrase; 
and the vocabulary covers both general and 
specialized language. Guidance is provided 
on use and connotation, word formation and 
syntax, and derivatives and compounds of a 
headword are explicitly shown in each entry. 

“...I found this authoritative dictionary 
informative and easy to use. It will, I am 
sure, soon become established as a standard 
reference work.” 

- Bulletin of Tanzanian Affairs
“...worth having if it is the only English-Swahili 
dictionary one can have.”

- The African Book Publishing Record

883 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-976911-29-7, 
$82.95, 1996

Kamusi ya Visawe/Swahili 
Dictionary of Synonyms
This is the only dictionary 
that focuses on Kiswahili 
synonyms. Drawing from all 
aspects of life, the authors 
have collated over 14,000 
entries, many of which have 
varying numbers of synonyms.

“...an important milestone in the history of 
this rich and beautiful language with the 
finest poetry in Africa...a literary and linguistic 
delight...I have no hesitation in recommending 
this work as an essential reference book for all 
lovers of Swahili.” 

- Tanzanian Affairs

268 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-966468-98-6, 
$33.95, 1998

Swahili Language 



African  
History,    
Politics and 

Development



During the last decade many 
countries in Africa have undertaken 
political, economic and social 
reforms with far-reaching 
implications for the long term 
development of the continent. 
So far there has been no 
concensus on the outcome and 

impact of them. Aware of this 
lack of consensus the participants 
in the fourth Organisation for 

Social Science Research Congress selected 
political and economic transformation and socio-
economic development responses in Africa as 
its theme for the fi fth congress. AFRICA IN 
TRANSFORMATION Vol One focusses on Political 
and Economic Issues while Vol Two deals with 
Political and Economic Reforms, Transformations 
and Gender Issues. 
236 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 1-919799-31-1, $25.95, 2000
340 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 1-919799-32-X, $25.95, 2000

DEBT RELIEF INITIATIVES AND 
POVERTY ALLEVIATION is  multi-
contributor work on the vast subject 
of debt and debt relief in Africa; the 
focus of the book being the welfare 
implications of debt, and its impact 
on the poorest and most vulnerable, 
and on future generations.  The 
volume presents a pan-African 

perspective, giving an overview of the ‘African 

debt dilemma’, causes, effects and policy options. 
Useful statistics are additionally provided on African 
economies and Africa’s resources.
409 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-7983-0170-8, $42.95, 2003

PROBLEMATISING THE AFRICAN 
RENAISSANCE addresses aspects 
of the contentious intellectual and 
policy debate about the revival and 
revitalisation of Africa’s political, 
economic and cultural situation 
- the so-called African Renaissance. 
The contributors discuss the ethical 
ramifi cations of globalisation; 

whether neo-liberalism can be considered a stable 
base for the African Renaissance; and the likelihood 
of genuine progress when there are many indicators 
that neo-liberalism is unleashing a kind of global 
apartheid. 
100 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-7983-0137-6, $17.95, 2003

AFRICA AT A GLANCE is a 
single volume compilation of 
critical, social, political, economic 
and geographical data on Africa 
providing an accurate overview of 
these aspects of the continent. The 
compilation is organised into four 
sections - General Introductory 
Data, Social Data, Economic Data 

and Political Data 
108 pages, 6 x 9, cloth, 0-7983-0156-2, $32.95, 2002

Africa’s Development
Africa’s Development Thinking Since Independence
Compiled by the Africa Institute of South Africa
Newly revised and updated, this edition brings together, in a single volume, 
a series of public documents pertaining to Africa’s development since 
independence. These are various resolutions, declarations, treaties, and 
plans of action, which represent key moments and turning points in recent 
history from across the African continent. In its entirety, the collection of 
documents refl ects how development ideas and processes have evolved 
from the early sixties to the present day. The volume also includes an 
introduction on the wider context of the documents by Eddie Maloka, 
the director of the Africa Institute of South Africa; and a critical essay on 
Africa’s development thinking by an economic and foreign policy analyst.

The Africa Institute was established in 1960 as an independent, non-profi t research organisation. 
Our focus is primarily on political, socio economic, international and development issues in 
contemporary Africa.

496 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-7983-0176-7, $44.95, 2004

Africa’s Development Thinking Since Independence
Compiled by the Africa Institute of South Africa
Newly revised and updated, this edition brings together, in a single volume, 
a series of public documents pertaining to Africa’s development since 
independence. These are various resolutions, declarations, treaties, and 
plans of action, which represent key moments and turning points in recent 
history from across the African continent. In its entirety, the collection of 
documents refl ects how development ideas and processes have evolved 
from the early sixties to the present day. The volume also includes an 
introduction on the wider context of the documents by Eddie Maloka, 
the director of the Africa Institute of South Africa; and a critical essay on 
Africa’s development thinking by an economic and foreign policy analyst.

During the last decade many 
countries in Africa have undertaken 
political, economic and social 
reforms with far-reaching 
implications for the long term 
development of the continent. 
So far there has been no 
concensus on the outcome and 

impact of them. Aware of this 
lack of consensus the participants 
in the fourth Organisation for 

DEBT RELIEF INITIATIVES AND 
POVERTY ALLEVIATION
contributor work on the vast subject 
of debt and debt relief in Africa; the 
focus of the book being the welfare 
implications of debt, and its impact 
on the poorest and most vulnerable, 
and on future generations.  The 
volume presents a pan-African 

AFRICA AT A GLANCE
single volume compilation of 
critical, social, political, economic 
and geographical data on Africa 
providing an accurate overview of 
these aspects of the continent.
compilation is organised into four 
sections - General Introductory 

PROBLEMATISING THE AFRICAN 
RENAISSANCE
of the contentious intellectual and 
policy debate about the revival and 
revitalisation of Africa’s political, 
economic and cultural situation 
- the so-called African Renaissance. 
The contributors discuss the ethical 



Confl ict in Africa
Towards Sustainable Peace. Refl ections on Preventive 
Diplomacy in Africa 
Edited by Hussein Solomon
Preventive diplomacy, coined by Dag Hammarskjold, is conceived as a 
framework in which disputes are prevented from escalating into confl icts and 
violence; violent confl ict is prevented from spreading; and political solutions 
are sought. In the African context, it is widely held that confl ict resolution 
is crucial to the emancipation of the African peoples from socio-economic 
enslavement. However examples such as the war in Cote d’Ivoire, Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, DRC, the coup in Central African Republic and the incapacity 
of SADC to respond to crises such as those in Malawi and Zimbabwe, testify 
to the failure of quiet diplomacy on the continent. This book attempts to 

provide, from a pan-Africanist perspective, an overview of lessons learned from past interventions 
with an eye to future policy. 

313 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-7983-0167-8, $47.95, 2003

Towards Sustainable Peace. 
Diplomacy in Africa 
Edited by Hussein Solomon
Preventive diplomacy, coined by Dag Hammarskjold, is conceived as a 
framework in which disputes are prevented from escalating into confl icts and 
violence; violent confl ict is prevented from spreading; and political solutions 
are sought. In the African context, it is widely held that confl ict resolution 
is crucial to the emancipation of the African peoples from socio-economic 
enslavement. However examples such as the war in Cote d’Ivoire, Liberia, 
Sierra Leone, DRC, the coup in Central African Republic and the incapacity 
of SADC to respond to crises such as those in Malawi and Zimbabwe, testify 
to the failure of quiet diplomacy on the continent. This book attempts to 

THE SUDAN PEACE PROCESS 
documents the complexities and 
multifaceted nature of the confl ict 
and killings in Sudan. The authors 
analyse the problems historically: 
the contributing factors of various 
regimes of colonial, Arab and 
African rule to the political and 
economic imbalances between the 

north and south, at the heart of the present confl ict. 
The contributors consider the various agreements 
and accords, which have been signed over the 
past few decades, and conclude by arguing that 
the peace processes underway in Nairobi between 
the Sudanese government and the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement/Army represent the best hope 
of resolution.
297 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 0-7983-0180-5, $29.95, 2004

The dramatic changes in Zimbabwe 
since the 2000 elections have 
raised complex critical questions at 
national, regional and international 
levels. ZIMBABWE’S UNFINISHED 
BUSINESS addresses these points, 
by focusing on the shifting discourses 
about, and relationsips between land, 
state and citizenship. 

‘This book is a good recommendation to anyone 
interested in understanding the complexities of the 
Zimbabwe crisis.”

- Sunday Independent, South Africa
340 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 1-77922-011-1, $38.95, 2004

Moving away from the tradition of 
narrow and partisan explanations 
which currently abound on the 
topic ZIMBABWE. THE PAST 
IS FUTURE brings together 
expertise from various scholars, 
policy analysts, development 
practitioners and activists who 
have all researched and written on 

Zimbabwe for years, analytically examines the crisis 
through its complexities and contradictions while 
also trying to suggest solutions to it. 

“...an invaluable collection of documents on our 
present situation...a wide range of aspects, from 
people of widely different backgrounds and even a 
range of opinions that we see too rarely within one 
cover these days.”

- Zimbabwean Independent
240 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 1-77922-025-1, $29.95, 2005

SUDAN’S CIVIL WAR explores the 
issue of persistent violent confl ict and 
discusses the manner in which the 
present peace talks have attempted to 
curtail the 20-year long civil war in the 
country. The peace process is outlined 
with a discussion of the period prior to 
the signing of the Machakos Protocol 

in July of 2002, and the progress thereafter, which 
is defi ned by the continuation of negotiations on 
religion and state, self-determination, and basic 
human rights.
20 pages, 8.5 x 11, paper, 0-7983-0175-9, $12.95, 2004

Moving away from the tradition of 
narrow and partisan explanations 
which currently abound on the 
topic 
IS FUTURE
expertise from various scholars, 
policy analysts, development 
practitioners and activists who 
have all researched and written on 

The dramatic changes in Zimbabwe 
since the 2000 elections have 
raised complex critical questions at 
national, regional and international 
levels. 
BUSINESS
by focusing on the shifting discourses 
about, and relationsips between land, 
state and citizenship. 

SUDAN’S CIVIL WAR
issue of persistent violent confl ict and 
discusses the manner in which the 
present peace talks have attempted to 
curtail the 20-year long civil war in the 
country. The peace process is outlined 
with a discussion of the period prior to 
the signing of the Machakos Protocol 

THE SUDAN PEACE PROCESS 
documents the complexities and 
multifaceted nature of the confl ict 
and killings in Sudan. The authors 
analyse the problems historically: 
the contributing factors of various 
regimes of colonial, Arab and 
African rule to the political and 
economic imbalances between the 



The Slave Trade
Thorkild Hansen was a Danish foreign correspondent, novelist, 
travel writer and book reviewer. He is known for his Slave Trilogy 
about Danish/Norwegeian participation in the trans-Atlantic 
slave trade, for which he received the Nordic Council Prize. 
Volumes one and two are available from MSU Press. Volume 
three is forthcoming. First published in Danish in the 1960s these 
English translations have been edited to provide explantions 
about inaccessible references as well as established factual 
misrepresentations. 

COAST OF SLAVES describes the organisation of the trade, the participants, 
the challenge, and the link with the West Indies to where the slaves were 
transported for work on the sugar plantations. It describes Danish purchase 

of islands in the West Indies, and traces how the decline in Dutch and British trade, 
and the abilities of the Danish administration led to a golden age in the Danish slave 
trade in the 1770s and 1780s. In that period, the Danish share in the total slave 
trade exceeded ten percent; and the decline in the trade with the growth of 
a new European consciousness, heralded abolition.
284 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-988550-31-6, $41.95, 2002

The second in the trilogy, THE SHIPS OF SLAVES, narrates the middle passage 
of the slave trade, from the time the remadors at the beach east of Christiansborg coerced 

the slaves onto the boat. It details the journey the slaves underwent; the conditions in which they trav-
elled, and resulting deaths along the way; and the auctions on St Thomas and St Croix in the West Indies.
204 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-988550-75-8, $38.95, 2002

SAGA OF A SLAVE tells the 
story of Jacobus Capitein, a 
Ghanaian slave who in the 
eighteenth century was the 
fi rst sub-Saharan African to 
study Protestant theology in a 
European university and to be 
ordained. The author traces 
his life in the context of the 
Atlantic slave trade and the role 
of the Dutch; his position as 
an African in Leiden, and as a 

quasi-European missionary in Africa; and as one of 
the fi rst African employees operating in the mesh 
of trade and evangelism. Particularly infl uentially, 
he wrote a dissertation arguing that slavery has 
a Christian basis, which was subsequently cited 
for over a century by European advocates of the 
practice. The author writes with the view that the 
story will contribute to an understanding of a three 
hundred-year history, which has shaped present 
relations between Ghana and the Netherlands, and 
which still resonates and is manifest in the social 
pressures experienced by Ghanaians living and 
working in Holland today.

266 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 1-77922-018-9, $25.95, 2003

The history of indigenous 
slavery, which existed long 
before the trans-Atlantic 
slave trade, has been a 
marginal topic in documented 
historical studies on Ghana. 
Yet its weighty historical, 
and contemporary relevance 
inside and outside Africa is 
undisputed. A HISTORY OF 

INDIGENOUS SLAVERY IN GHANA begins to 
redress this neglect. Drawing on sources including 
oral data from so-called slave descendants, cultural 
sites and trade routes, court records and colonial 
government reports, it presents historical and 
cultural analysis which aims to enhance historical 
knowledge and understanding of indigenous slavery. 
The author, head of the History Department at the 
University of Ghana, Legon and currently also the 
Chairperson of the Education Committee of the 
UNESCO Slave Route Project in Ghana, further 
intends to provide a holistic view of the indigenous 
institution of slavery as a formative factor in the 
social, political and economic development of pre-
colonial Ghana.

266 pages, 6 x 9, cloth, 9988-550-95-2, $49.95, 2004

INDIGENOUS SLAVERY IN GHANA



Claude Ake
The late Claude Ake was one of Africa’s most distinguished political scientists. He 

studied and held various teaching postions in Canada, Kenya, Tanzania, Nigeria and 

the United States. He was founder and Director of the Centre for Adavance Social 

Sciences, Port Harcourt, Nigeria.

Prof. Ake served in many international organizations. He was a Consultant of the 

International Development Research Center, Canada; The United Nations Economic 

Commission; the United Nations Development Program; The African Development 

Bank and the World Bank. He was a member of the Board of Directors of UNHCR, 

Geneva; International Institute of Labour Studies, Geneva, International Social 

Science Council, Paris, The World Bank’s Council of African Advisers; The UNESCO 

expert group on Social Development in Africa and the African Capacity Building 

Foundation. Prof. Claude Ake was also in a team selected by the United States 

National Democratic Institute of International Affairs to oversee the Election in Chile in 1989, and for several years he 

presided over the Council for Development of Economic and Social Research in Africa (CODESRIA).

CLAUDE AKE TITLES AVAILABLE FROM MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS

THE FEASIBILITY OF DEMOCRACY IN AFRICA won an Outstanding Academic 
Title Award from Choice. Issues dealt with in this study include underdevelopment 
and economic marginality, ethnic consciousness and the nature of political power in 
Africa. A true African democracy, Ake argues, is both a second independence and a 
deep need for self-realisation. 
 
“...a refreshing insight...frank, engaging and incisive analysis...a further tribute to the 
scholarhsip of Claude Ake...” 

- African Journal of Political Science
 “It is a great bonus to have this last posthumous contribution for Claude Ake, the 
great Nigerian political theorist and analyst...” 

- Leeds African Studies Bulletin
 
206 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 2-86978-082-6, $25.95, 2000

SOCIAL SCIENCE AS IMPERIALISM was fi rst published in 1979, revised in 1982, 
is newly reissued, and for the fi rst time, widely available outside Africa. The study 
is primarily concerned with what he terms ‘the most perinicious form of imperial-
ism’ namely scientifi c knowledge. Ake analyses how Western social sciences, wheth-
er consciously or inadvertently, foist capitalist values and capitalist development 
on the Third World, and serve imperialist ends. He unravels the theory of political 
development/’westernisation’, exposing its ideological character and condemning 
‘Western development studies as worse than useless’. He then develops his analysis 
of the imperialist and ideological characteristics of Western social sciences to posit al-
ternatives which may more successfully overcome permanent underdevelopment; and 
advocates a struggle for a new model of social sciences which is socialist-orientated, 

and that developing countries reject Western models. 

139 pages, 6 x 9, paper,9-78121-130-X, $33.95, 1982

THE FEASIBILITY OF DEMOCRACY IN AFRICA
Title Award 
and economic marginality, ethnic consciousness and the nature of political power in 
Africa. A true African democracy, Ake argues, is both a second independence and a 
deep need for self-realisation. 

“...a refreshing insight...frank, engaging and incisive analysis...a further tribute to the 
scholarhsip of Claude Ake...” 

 “It is a great bonus to have this last posthumous contribution for Claude Ake, the 
great Nigerian political theorist and analyst...” 

SOCIAL SCIENCE AS IMPERIALISM
is newly reissued, and for the fi rst time, widely available outside Africa. The study 
is primarily concerned with what he terms ‘the most perinicious form of imperial-
ism’ namely scientifi c knowledge. Ake analyses how Western social sciences, wheth-
er consciously or inadvertently, foist capitalist values and capitalist development 
on the Third World, and serve imperialist ends. He unravels the theory of political 
development/’westernisation’, exposing its ideological character and condemning 
‘Western development studies as worse than useless’. He then develops his analysis 
of the imperialist and ideological characteristics of Western social sciences to posit al-
ternatives which may more successfully overcome permanent underdevelopment; and 
advocates a struggle for a new model of social sciences which is socialist-orientated, 
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A MODERN ECONOMIC HISTORY OF AFRICA won the Noma Award in 1994. The 
jury cited the book as: “an ambitious, skilfully written, and exhaustively researched 
synthesis of African economic history in the 19th century.”

 “This extensive and well-written survey of nineteenth century African Economic life 
sets an impressive standard...Zeleza’s mastery of the literature in impressive, as are 
his skills of synthesis and argument. 

- Journal of African History
  “...in a class of its own. ...it has become a major event in the contemporary 
historiography of Africa”

 - Egerton Journal

501 pages, 6 x 9, paper, 9-966460-25-X, $47.95, 1993
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