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Patricia Clark is Poet-in-Residence and 
Professor in the Department of Writing at 
Grand Valley State University. She is the 
author of two books of poetry: My Father 
on a Bicycle (MSU Press) and North of 
Wondering, which won a first book com-
petition. 

Patricia Clark’s poems explore not only refuge but also wonder 
and appreciation, as well as astonishment. 
 
A number of the 56 poems collected here show her grappling with 
loss, especially the loss of her mother, though she isn’t one to in-
dulge in misery. Instead, she goes walking. It is the harp tree in 
“The Poplar Adrift” that Clark imagines giving voice to sorrow, 
thus sparing those who stroll by—“all the grief that passes” be-
coming, in the tree’s very fibers, sound on the air, a wind through 
branches and leaves. 
 
Clark also finds opportunities for learning, for meditation, and for 
contemplation. Octavio Paz has written, “Nature speaks as though 
it were a lover.” In many of the poems collected here, Clark listens 
to nature speaking and revels in this lover, aiming to capture some 
of the qualities of Michigan’s trees, birds, and landscapes in lyric 
poems. 

Please send two copies of reviews to Michigan State University Press. For addi-
tional information, contact Julie Reaume at reaumej@msu.edu.   
For European distribution, contact: Eurospan, 3 Henrietta  Street, Covent Gar-
den, London WC2E 8LU, +44 (0)20 7240 0856, or fax +44 (0)20 7379 0609.  
For Australian and New Zealand distribution, contact: Footprint Books, 
4/92A MonaVale Road, Mona Vale, NSW 2103, Australia, +61 02 9997 3973 or 
fax + 61 02 9997 3185.   
For Canadian Distribution, contact: UBC Press, University of British Colum-
bia, Orders and Customer Service, UNIPresses, 34 Armstrong Avenue, George-
town, ON, L7G 4R9, 877-864-8477 or fax 877-864-4272. 
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“I’ve been reading Patricia Clark for a long time.  She has written 
some extraordinary poems.  She Walks into the Sea is full of 
them.  She should be admired and read by those who think that 
poetry matters.”   
 
     --- Jim Harrison, Poet  


